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« For peace, and things wherewith ore iy another, 
P Cor. x. 10, 114,12. Now I beſecch you Brethren , by the Name of 3 
| "96s Lord fe rhe: f, that je all ſpeak.the ſame thing, and that 
- There be no drviſſons among you, but that you be perfeitiy joyned to- 
er in. the fame mind , in the ſame judgement : Por it 
ath been declared unto meof you my Brethren, by them which are 
4 the houſe of Cloe,, that there are comentions among you. 
Now this I ſay, that every one of you ſaith, I amef Paul, 1 «m of 
_ Apollo, I amo Spas, I ams of Chrif. 


- trary tothe Deizine which you have learned, and aveid them. 
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e. -He richeſt Crown, and higheſt glory of a 
2 people, is to be Gods Peculiar, related 
/ - in Covenant-nearneſs to him , dedica- 
- red to. his Praiſe, truſted, with his 
Word, the only perfe&t Rule, guided 
in the alone way of Salvation., the 
Ts. & . true Religion; Religion ſhining in 
thoſe/greater Beauties of Purity, Power, and Unity ,. ſtill 
that Purity being preſerved moſt tenderly , the Power 
keld up eminently, the Unity maintained entirely,and to 
have all due proviſion made be rhis Crown, and Glory to 
deſcend, and ſettle upon Poſterity for ever, | 
'To' confider how much of the fore-mentioned Glory 
hath dweltin'our Lind; together with irs gradual declin- 
ng; grear decay, almoſt departing ; the hopes of Refor- 
mation given, and heightned, but ſoon diſappointed,ſadl 
turned into fears, confuſions, and ſuch vaſt evils, which 
onceletin, have beer { lengthened ont : Above alt, to 
948M Az ſeriouſly 
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A Prefute ta the Reader. 


_” Eerioully view- our preſent condition of fin, after ſokreſt 
| ' hard a abounding it ſpreads farther, roots deep- 
higher , but comes daily nearer to- afilling up of 
tniſeries in com icate_ diſtem ers.,” imminent dan 
| 1 '5 : ſertlement' 
carity, our hearts cannot but break and: bleed within us, 
"To ſee Souls more precious than Worlds. ( whoſe price 
can never fall lower ) to run unwonted higher hazards of 
- utter andoing, The numbers among us eithermore ſerled 
in ignorance, or improved -in prophaneneſs, fixed in 
meer civility and formality ,. without any Power of God- 
lineſs, "or arrived” at yery Neutrality, and not a few 
{ which we tremble to mention ) under fearful. Apoſtacy 
ofdamnable Herefies gvileſt praiſes often alſo attended 
with helliſh blaſphemies s Theſe Souls, all retaining their 
invaluable worth, . and for ought can be known, polſibili- 
of aving, ſhould chey not have all endexvourofpul- 
_—_ out of the "nag , and if by Coven es 
j- 


* fetal db for Inſtruction or. —— remain 


hes, ! "chat we could not. g0 Bey ro het injure and 
diſfecurities of Religionit ſelf, 1n thoſe iven-to 
the progreſs, damps, to. the Power, pry eaches 
mage the. Unity., and moſt daring attempts againſt | 
ar eng. Red Relity, almoſt, pI DORNE SE or Ma: 
ITT DonES in ns 

CEYINg 5 that er portunity 

Tein 4, th either of ſhifting wayes of Opporncy nd j 
the wbſtance and foundation is pt. p.des or: % fo 
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. ſhake off profeſſion of Godlineſs , ſhut out the Kiiow- 
led — Df at home at doing nothing, © 

TS: Rokdes (which Rill moreendangers) many of the el- 
' der fort, (who ſhould derive Religion to ſucceeding 
Times) by finful indifferency , are ready to let go their 
hold of the Truth; and moſt of the younger , either di- 
ſtraſtedar diverſities of Wayes and Opinions, or diſac- 
quainted with the very principles of Chriſtianity, are 
never like to take ſure hold of ic. 

Oh that we had not to bewail the difſatisfacions,diviſi- 
ons, diſtances; and oppoſitions among Brethren 'of- the 
ſame houſhold of Faith, and theſe ariſing chiefly from 
leſs and lower points and puncillioes, when in fundamen- 
| rals, and the main, theres ſo _ an accord ;' and to all 

we annex, the offence given the weak. diſcouragements 
to commers in to godlineſs, juſt ſcandal to many at 
home, and in Forraign Nations, opening wide the 
mouths, and ſtrengthening the hands of Adverſaries a- 
oainſt us, and the moſt (if not all theſe evils) ariſing 
chiefly from our uneſtabliſhmenr, as to Scripture and Go- 
' ſpel Order. | 

| "Therefore when Souls are thus periſhing , Truth lies 

bleeding, diviſionscontinuing , enemies: inſulting , dan- 
gers and difficulties not abaring , and T which far tran- 
ſcends all that can be ſaid) the moſt precious 'and gfori- 
ous Name of Chriſt ſo infinitely ſuffering: All this 
likewiſe, when our calamitous condition is not ntterly 
hopeleſs , but like the patienr languiſhing, not fromutter 
et of remedy, but want of the Phyſitians willing- 
neſs: to joyn together , ſtudy the caſe, and apply the 
| cure; For theſe things our hearts, melt; andeyes mourn, 
till the Lord look down from heaven and help : Bur 
when all looking, Es, pities and prayers can 
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APr3fuce r6-rhe Redidle. 


lictle avail, without endeavours of redreſs in a right ” | 
r whj 


firſt ref&$ved, and then unanimouſly carried on, 


the conceived expedient, is a Brotherly Aſſociation, long 


fince.in our thoughts, andalready begun by others, god- 


ly learned, indivers Counties orhers of different adge- 


ment,in'pojnt of Charch-Government, ſhewing the hi- 
therto hindred Union, to ariſe , not {0 much from diffe- 
rence of principles, inconſiſtent with Union, as from de- 


feof will and inclination, and this froma grand failing 


in Brotherly Love. - 
intereſts, and refigning our ſelves wholly up to the 
Lord, we reſolve in his ſtrength, according towhat we 


have attained, to unite OR for carrying on the work 


of -Reformation., and diſcharge of our duties, inonr re- 
ſpective places, and not only an Affociating in this parti- 
cular County, but correſpondency with our Brethren in 
other parts of the Nation , yet bereby, not binding up, 
and limiting our ſelves from turther improvement of U- 
nion, which we hopethe Lord will teach and ſtabliſh in 
his time Univerſally, | 

. And for an Intfdductive to the work in hand, and free- 
ing our ſelves from imputed Innovation inthe. Doctrine 
of Religion, we declare, that as all: way formerly we have 
owned, ſo we-do, (and by Chriſts aſſiſtance) will eyer 
own, .and maintain the form of. wholeſome words, con- 
tained inthe Scriptures, of the Old and New Teſtament, 
in the conſtantly received. ſenſe; of the Orthodox 
Churches of Chriſt, expreſt-more eſpecially ( as to' the 
Fundamentals of Faith ) in that moſt Ancientand Uni- 
verſal received Creed, called the Apoſtles, in the there- 
with agreeing famous Nicene Creed , and that notable 
Creed of. Athanaſius, to: which (we-might add thoſe 


f. excellent 


*herefore laying aſide all private reſpe&s, and carnal 


gf A Preface tothe Reader... 
excellent Creeds of the Great Councils of Conſtantinople, 
Epheſus, Calcedop,. and others) likewiſe we declare our 
owning, and reſolution to own and maintain the whole' 
Body of Proteſtant Reformed Do&rine, ſo far as it is. 
joyntly held forth in their Confeffions of Faith , and in 
our Englifh Articles, the Articles of 1reland, 1615, And 
in the late Confeſſion of Faith, by the Aſſembly of Di- 
vines, fo fully and excellently ſet forth ; and having it, 
(as to the matter it {&f) long ſince- impreſt on our 
thoughts, which ſome pious and prudent Brethren have 
publiſhed for the Baſis and ground of their Aſfociating 
work, we think it no diminution, bur honour ( ifnot du- 
ty ) to tread in their exemplary Chriſtian, and peaceable 
ſteps, ſhewing our ready concurrence with them in build- 
ns on the fame Foundations, which are theſe enſuing 
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The Agreement of the Aﬀociated Mz- 
_ -__- niſters of the County of Eſſex. 


PEA. Hat inthe exerciſe of diſcipline, it is yot 
"SEE [RE only the moſt ſafe Conſe , but alſo moſt 

PHIL conducing to brotherly Union , and ſati- 
ASA faction , that particular Churches carry 
Fe 91: 45 much of their work with joynt , and 


Br”,  -» mutual aſſiſtance , as they can with con- by 
wtniency.; \and edification: and as little\as may be in their j40 
actings , -to ſtand diſtinctly by themſelves , - and apart from 'U 
each her, rt Hs © HL jt 


2, That where different principles lead jo the ſame practice, 
we may, joyuie together in the ſame practice, reſerving to each 
of us our own principles, ee” is ad ak: 1" 
- 3, That where we can neither agree together in } ch 
nor practice ," we agree tobeare with one: anothers differences , 
that = 4 leſie and diſputable nature, without making then 
 «groundof diviſion among us,  . Fey fq. 
_ © "Tet notwithſtanding we do not thereby bind up our joe 
from endeavouring to informe. one another in thoſe things , _ 
"wherein we differ ;,. ſo that it be done: with a Joy: of Love and {LY 
 Meekneſſe.,, and,p1h reſolutgan to.continue brotherly 4 uw "Y 
| wwe and Aﬀociation, though in thoſe particulars.our differen- 
ces ſhould remazp unqorpoſed. © 
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Br Call by Chrift unto erppak Miniſtry,and rn are 

entruſted, and imployed as Embaſſadors; Stewards, Over 
/ _ _ Guides, Watchmenand Labourersin his Church, and. VineFard. 
We reſolve rrnnes help Mite and coriftapt ;botiiroen- 
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3. Wereſolveto endeavour the attaining thoſe hi igh eads the 
Miri appointed unte.,. by all ſuch m_ the veg: ro 
, andallowes: As by preaching, C \ Charechi ing, gd 
ftruRing of , andconferring with our-peaple , viſitiy 
and exemplary walking: Together. with difpencing the L 
ments, Charch- ORAAN) "and Brotherly- Union f far. pare 
= = iy nag "better. " OIG? :0n: the: Work - 
I. In preaching , we agree to hold forth tous 
Word of Life, -and. the whole Councet of God ther ther roms, th 
clearlyand = ly rocheir apgrebenſions Cloſe a jos GE 


Conſciences , and-beartsby DoRtrine,' InſtraQtion,, 
Exhorcation ,  coing's Comfort i in —_ 


© be 
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2.In Cotechining we agree — ade 
ehifme made by the Aſſembly, which we re 


al Endeavouy kaftonce-in the year. 
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3. In private Inftru&ion we agree , .as our 
- Airengt , nd labours will perm and our people ſhall offer us 

occaſion (which we ear ny oonre they they ſhould) we will inftru& 
| them privately , and cotifer with them of the things of God, and 
their ſouls , in that way each of us ſhall judge moſt expedient for - 


i#1n vifiing the fick, it being our peoples dury in caſe of fick- 
| CC ones R__ the Apoſtle James 5, 14. To ſeu 
to go to thoſe, who-ſhall ſend for us, (un- 
: as will not tand with our publike work) 'and 
wp we e will dedte with them, Gammanty plainly, and effeQually, as 
God ſhalleriableus Concerning their ſouls condition', and eternal 
fafvation, 
Rs Becauſe exeric Miniſter of Chriſt i isto be an exarmple in ton- 
| _—_ to his Flock. To ſeale bis Dorine by his OT: hang 


I Therefore we reſolve through Chrift to have an eſpecial care 
that our lives be not deftruRive to our 'DoErine, but a"Confirma- 
tion of it, and thereby ar Inftigation to our people to follow us in 
that wefollow Chcift, 
ws," wearein Scripture enſoyned to love allmen; andſo 
much as inus lieth, to follow peace; but eſpecially to evidence F. 
peculia loveto all the godly, and ſich as walk as beconeth bez 
ſpel, and likewiſe todelipht in their Sotietie.- Therefore bt 
wehall endeavour in our egy converſe to demeaneour ſelyes ac- 


= Ry Yet not any way denying , or with-drawing charity , 1iget 
1 Hhelpfulneſſe, and duty in any fort due to the ſcandalous, =__— 
and foch as walk inordinately. "A 


haneſſe, ſuch/as Swearing, breaking the Lords Sab. 
- bath, rogetherwith Uncleanneſſe, Ryot, Prunkenneſſe, and the hoy 
- ' Uke enorthities, areſoabominable to God, and his Sainrs, pernici. "766! 
- osto the praRiſers, and ofc ſo miſchievons to others that behold tw 

. tham,we reſolve belides the publike reproving them, to endeavour 


irfup eſvin 19 et people, ſo farre as will ftand with our 1 ; 
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ture poke be and rei of this ETD 
ſwade them to. 8 willing agreement with-us — , in ſuch 
things which are clearly held forth in Scripture, and.to Shah. we 
our ſelves do all agree, which ( though not to- every: cireum- 
ſtance )-yet for the ſabltance, ve fhall ſer down-i in due "pidce 
hereafter. .. + 
2. We apree, that every one who profeſſerh Faith in Chrift, 
and hopes for Salvation by:him, ought' to joyn himſelf asa Mem: . 
ber to ſome oneor other Viſible Church whereche Word of God 
istruly preached, and the Sacraments-are.duly adminiftred;, and; 
that itis moſt agreeable to order and edification for 'thoſe-that, 
dwell together in one place, to:joyn together asMembers of the 
fame particular Churc ; and that a peoples meeting together Or- 
_ dinarily,to attend -upon the publikeworfhip inone place,& ſubjeRt- | 
hor ae Sao oe 
exprefſion. 0 conſent to.joynas Mer 

to that Church :. Yer: becauſe we conceive. the mareexpreſs; this | 
Agreement and Conſent is, the more; fully-it puts us; in mind of, 
our mutual relation, andftirs us uÞ the more- to theper 
of our reſpeQive duties zo cach other ; therefore we: june heyeun- 
to annexed 4: profeſſion: of Aſſent to-the Fundamentals 01 Fanh, 
by way of Explication of the Creed,called pager which we. 
 altown, and will maintain : Likew'ſe'a: profeſſion. of Conſent to, | 
_ thetearmsof- the Covenant, of. Grace,, which. alle veal Gon: 
agree unto'; and both theſe, we conceive, -may: not unfitly be;u: 
ſed (if not in the expreſs words,) yet at left as tothe ſtance, 
of them-) either at the Sacrament of Baptiſme, a 'the Lords 
Supper, or on oth er occaſions, as prudence ſhall dire. © 

| ; ad we alſo engage forour "ſelves , to your the ſettlement 
and praiſe of that Church-Order and Government ,-the Scri- 
ptures 


. hang 
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arg ; arrant Ke dimobition® FRM RE other Church-cen- 
PROS A, Wi USE OE peoples wel agree with us inthe things 
-»nducing to "he Churches Unionand Reformation, Miniſter el- 
« Nragement, ,and moral edification, Sioke 


_ tx? 


# 6 


Baptiſme, 


XL 7 Eagree; thar not onlyrhoſe who doa@tually profeſs 
-©2 WV .Faithin Chriſt,-and obedience tohim, buralſo the In- 
fants of one-or both Believing Parents ; or-Parents that are 
Church-members;areto be Baptized # But we ſhall not Baptize 
the Children of ſuch as are ſtrangers to us, untilwehave had pec- 
ſonal conference with them ; and the like conference we will en- 

_ deavourwith ſuch Parents, who offering to ustheir Children to be 
Baptized, ar'cither ignorant of the ' grounds of Religion, or | 
ſcandalous in Converſation. 

"2. Becauſe ſome'Brethren of the Afﬀfociation judpe it meer, 
when a Pa:entignorant of the grounds of Religion , or ſeanda- 
lous'in Conver _ offers his-Child to be Baptized, chat the 
Ordinance may | be fo born , till chat ignorant Pacent get compe-. 
tent Knowledpe, [or the ſcandalous do teſtifieſerious Repentance : 
Therefore for preſerving Unity amongſt us, we agree, that none of 
us of different ju; nts,-from ſuch Miniſters , will over-haſtily 

ze the Chi of ſacha Parent, till firſt we underſtand the 
(+ any ſuch Miniſters hat ſo defer Baptizing; and if then 
wethiok fir to 47 yet firſt.we will render our Reaſons' to 
them for ſo doin alfo we ſhall not be unwilling co ſubmit - 
tothe cenſure 0 the » Aﬀocietinn.” Fi 
_ 4 3- Wealſoagree, toadminiſter Baptiſme publikely, and in the/ 
'- moſtſolemn manner, andtherefore to pecform it ordinarily on the * 
. LordsD 7, Or upon ſome other day of Preaching the Word, or 
_ arleaſt wheothe Word by ſome Expoſition, or Exhottation, -may _ 
* accompany the Ordinance : and likewiſe (4 far as may be ) to. 
00 prnare ate UL 
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Prakan "The Lords Supper, pe 
YO to Scripture Witt: FA 


it. A general 
Ju and Pratice, both of che eatins. ſcego- 
ing 1 and preſent Churches of Chriſt 5 ( with which the Rybrich 
che Communion; in divergpaſſages of it; andthe Cori 
on of hav gp ger Catechiſme, Ton vg ch Chard Goren 
ment, m Afembly concur Church-Guides 
ſhould Kill put a difference in their Admifſionst0 the Lords Snp- 
per, betweenthe evidently worthy, and unworthy onegig: 
and furthering the one to, and in | frequent partaking ther 
but warning, and. not ſuffering. the other to. profanethe Ordi- 
nance, endanger.their own'Souls, agd. give ſcandal co other Chri- 
Jo nes ne one bog ce 
- either from tyo.great ſeverity; exc ecompeten 
fic, or by inadvertency, over-facility, or fear, promiſcuouſly = 
mitti . Who on prixdent and moderate Iryal would a 
'gaworthy.; ' Therefore we refolve, as tocncourage-good Chnſti 
angto at often.coming tothe Lords Supper, 1o not io admit ſuch 
toit, who appear unfit: 2 Þ y, 
. © 4+; Thoſe that have doc acomperent Knowledge in ce prin 
ples of Religion, | : 
2. Thatare not of an unblameable Converſation, Fe 
And if ſome of us require more poſitive ſigns of Grace. in per- 
ſonsthat come tothe ens it ſhall be no devach of Union " 
IIs apart v7. 
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- Sacrament isa Seal ; neither wich that eral Gon the Lords chr 
andfuch ſelf-examination , as is; neceſſary to wanty OS. 
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ich, till Competent Knowledge be attained, 


perſqns thus ignorant, muſt needs miſs of henefit by this 
rdinance, and meec witha Curſe, inſtead of a Bleſſing. 
. Therefore we ſhall not adinit any ,;that on. Tryal are found 


- - " That we may thereforeproceed more clearly 
conveniencyto any, we will not give-the Rule ou; ſelves for: this * 


) and with le tq- 


h Tryal bur enkas-expreſs our concurrent enſeand approbation of 
. here pproba! 8 
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1 
i 


neceſfary to Salvation. 


A z 
their form of Chu 
ftritly; or ſolely to it. 
2 Their words aretheſe: * | 
'* Allſach perſons, who ſhall be admitted to 
the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, ought to 


know thatthereisa God\, that there 1s bur- 


one Everlaſting and'true God; Maker of Hea- 
yenandEarth,” and Goyernour of all things , 
that this only true God, isthe God whom we 
worſhip; that this'God is but one God , yer 


three diſtin& Perſons, the Father, Son, and 


ny Ghoſt all equally God: That Godcre- 
d man after his bwn Image, in Knowledge, 
Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs, that by one 
ran Sin entred into the world, and Death by 
Sin, and ſo Death paſſed upon all men , for 
that all have ſinned, that thereby they are all 
dead in treſpaſſes'and fins, and are by Niture 


the Children of Wrath, and ſo yable to Ecer- | 


ral Death, the wages of everylin. - 

- Thar there is but one Mediator betwixt 
God and Man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus, who is 
alſo overall, God bleſſed for ever, neither is 
there Salvationin any other. - 

© Thathewas Conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, 
1 Born of the Yirgi» Mary, that he died 


uponthe Croſsts ſave bis people from their 


fins, thatheroſe apain'the third day from the 
Dead; 'aſcendedinto Heaven, firteth at the 
right hand of God; an& maketh Interceſſion 
for 6s, of whoſe Fulneſswe receive all Grace, 


p very fulland plain, which..the Aſfembly in 
Gorernmear offers, yet not limiting any 


- The Rubrick at the end of 
the '( onfirmation formerly 


_ mentioning the. (urats Daty, 
of taking account what Chil- 


dren could ſay the fore-meuti- 
oned Cutechiſme; Add theſe 
woras, =:-»- And there ſhall noxe 
be admitted to the Holy ( om- 
wnnion, wntil ſuch time as 
he can ſay the Catechiſme , 
and be confirmed ; where the 
( atechiſme is made the Rule of 
'Tryal of Knowledge , in firſt 
canis ro the Lords Supper ; 
and that ſaying the Catechiſme, 
when (, hildren but fx o» ſeven 
years old may rehearſe it , yet 
cannot underſtand it.; nor exa- 
mine themſelves , muſt there- 
fore be a ſaying of it, with nn- 
derſt «nding the meaning and 
ſenſe, of which the (urate muſt 


take notice, befere he admits to 


that Ordinance. 


That 


Faithis che iſt of God, tar wer av, -bur 
That Faith is that Grace whereby: re; believe: | 
for remiſfion of fins, and Life Evet 
- miſesvf the Goſ . that thoſoeve 'T | 
God. can Life; bur ſhall periſh eternally. wwan 
"hs rruly repent 0 their ſins, do ſee the __ {OI 
Por [rurn from them, tothe Lord;andtharexcepe wen re 
pent, they ſhall ſurely periſh 
That a | godly life is Coaklonbly ordered according tothe Wo:d 
of God, in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs', without which no man 
ſhall ſee God; © 
That the Sacraments are Seals of the Covenant of Greee i in the 
Blood'of Chriſt ;/ that the Sacraments of the New Teſtament; are 
Baptiſmit ; and the Supper of the Lord , that the- outward Ele- 
- mentsin the Lords Supper, areB-ead, and Wine, 'and: 6eiigue 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt crucified ,” which the wort 
ceiver by Faith doth partake of in the Sacrament, which. Cir 
| bathlikewiſe' 6rdained for the remembrance of his Death; ith 
whoſoevereateth and drinkech unworthily, is guilty. of the. Body 
and Blood of the Lord ;, therefore that every one' is to examine 
himſelf, leſt he eat and drink Judgement to kimſelf, not diſceroing 
the Lords Body. 
-- _Thatthe Souls of the Faithful afrer death, do immediately live 
with Clift in: Bleſſednels ; arid thatthe Souls of:rhe Wicked',. do - 
- immediately gointo hell torment, -thar:there ſhall be aReſurre- 
| Rion of theBodies, both of the Juſt and Unjuſt, at ibelaſt day, at 
which timeall ſhall: appear before the Judgement-Seat of Chriſt, 
to receive what they12vedaneini the Body, whether; it be Good, | 
or Evil ; and that the'Righreous/ſhall po into, Life Erernal, and 


WI the Wicked into Everlaſting Puniſhment. '- 


3. Becenſe ſome perſons', through want 6 pda, c654r uf | 
"neſs of apprehenſion, baſhfulneſs, and other impediments, are;un- 

| ableto expreſs their tnigds in fit and compoſed words;;"and'-yetior wy 
1 


thers by oat, can eaſilyſpeat more than: tym uodurhant any wi 
there'ore ſe the moſt familiar means; by eaſie nd. dif- 


courſe, to diſcern the meahingof ſuch, not- raking any. for'igno- 
rant, for want of apt expreſlions , nor. woes Ot7:098 one for 
Key _ compe- 


*competently-know bi, wholly earn i fore-met 
eliparcenldrs: bur fofar as we can diſcoyer, we vill make = 
nbrance, ,orknonegen ſelf, the ground of op eding.” 


——mm——_—_—_—— 
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* Und Coronſe ations, and Scents. 


1 \Candatous. __ we; agree. ; cannot be aig to 408 
ILords Supper, without great.fin , and judgement tothem- 
felves, by their example, of. leavening 2 whole lump, .de- 
fling the Ordinance, and very great diſhonour:to Chriſt ; there- 
fore-we reſolve. pot to receive any of what degree or quality ſoe- 
yer; thatis proved fuch, before ſatisfaRtion be. given the Church, 
by-vidence of ſerious Repentance. 
- 23 Wewillnot rejeQ& by from qur hen fee —_—_— 
ao ſuſprion,orgchers oepart: ut w t NNWE 0 
ſhallhaveſome evi of; -! 
17.34. Becauſe allfin are not. ef alike evil, not of a fratlalous 
nature , therefore we ſhall Giſtinguiſh of fuch fins, and according- 


ly proceed. .. 
Ma 4, Weagree, that n0 perſon ought to be judged ſcandalous for 
Gas of ſuch meer infirmity', and daily.incurſion, that all the Shjaks 
daily are ſubje&to mourn for, and ſtrive againſt. _ -. 

+5.:But fuch-we agree are ſcandalous. perſons, who continuein any 
courſe. orway of open wickedneſs whatſoever,and particularly. are 
evidentiy: gwlty ot any of thoſe wayes of fin, mentioned in Scri- 
piure-2s as markaandcharaRers: of oitked perſons, being utterly in- 
content with Holineſs, @vingFaith, true Repeiitance, new Obe- 
dience;-and.coming vp to thei cerms of:the Covenant of Grace, 
ſealed by this'Satrament; and thereby appearing inopen rebellion 
againſt Chriſt the Ordaingr ir; ſuch as1dolaters, Sorcerers; For- 
| nicators;Druokards, Lydrs, and any ſuch kind of evil livers. | 

-6.7 Weagrce, os a;perſonis ſcandalous; by not only a way; or 
courſe-of: open wickedneſs; but. Jikewiſe by any onefinglea&t, or 
work of manifeſt wickedneſs; whereby the people of Chriſt have "We 
that evil -:exatple- ſer before them, _ may.be:drawg.into. the +." 
| like Rebellion and iſobedience againſt Chriſt ; ſachas a ortk at | 3s 
of. Forpication, Dtunkenneſs, oy; _ oranythe; me 
TE and fagitions a; To 


% 
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perſons.that ſhall 5 reve if ar, write 
_ bisholy Wand Sr er Prote - 


Dela. of apyperſon malicouſly , aft W 


- 6her; -thiat: hail con 


- Papiſt; or any perfonchar ſhall marry a Papiſt , any perſon that 
- hall repairfor any adviceto any Witch , Wizard, or Fortune. 


AffScandalod! 4545 hereafter bans areto obe ſuſpend. 
ed from the. Sacrament of the Lords Supper; thatisto Lu 


A "———_ "— i Py —— 


_ pag 2th e Articles wr qr Fhere- 


* SEE from the Sacrament of the 


Inceſtuous perſon , an Adulterer, aPFornicator, 
$wearer,of Carſer, one char bach taken 


orſhippers of lina- 

ges, Croſles, Crucifixes.,or Reliques; alkthat- (hall make Images, 

or Pictures. of the Trinity., .or of aty. perſon thereof; all 

Worſhippersof Saints; mts or any OI: 

perſon that ſhall profeſs bimfelf our nor, $0 be in. 
; all: Ow inwhbarmalices 


Join, pre ge 
Freya make Tree to.any 


coils eerie cher aud ay A Merſod: 
9 without reaſonab'e cauſe ; "any: _ _ 
known Stew, or Brochel-houſe, ortha | fliccerhe chſtityof 


perfor, for-hi or anyother :: apy perſon, Father 61 
abe to the Marriage of 'cheir Children to. a 


perſon that ſhall.menace or aſſault his Parents, or a- 
_ frm e Miniſter, 'orElderin the execution of his office ; ; Qs 
on that ſhdll be legally attained of: Bartogry, Forgery, Ex- 


tortion, or Bribery. Thy y Rub 6. We, 


them, till cheir Repencance te- 
ſtified,, and ſatisfaction given 
-1. Of this ſort we judge all 


valuntary and cuſtomary Omiſ- 
Fri and aiifeſ to the 


Church of that worſhip in-. 
joyned Chriſtians, as their ho-. 


' mage to their Lord Chriſt tor 
honouring him in the eyes of 
| others, and conducing to their 
Union. and Communion with 
\ Godin Chiiſt,in effectual Call- 
ing; Converſion, and Edifica- 
tion to perfeion. 
-. 2. Such we. judge alſo ſcan- 
lons Omiſlions,which are or- | 
dinaty and open neglects of 
ſuch duties, whereof we have 
. particular patterns , and pra- 
Ciſesof the Sa nts, recorded in 
the Word , grounded on gene- 
ral precepts, and having a mo- 
ral and general equity in them, 
and ſo carrying a force gnd vir- 
| tueofa Command, though not 
_ exprelly enjoyned in Scripture. 
' 3: We agree alſo there are 
ſcandalsof 'Qmiſlion , reſpeR- 
!ngduries of the ſecond Table, 
ſuch-as manifeſt; and ngrasd: 


neglets_ of performing thoſe 
dunes :to, our Neighbours, 

| 1 EC, » ; 
? 


+ 6; 
, tu theſa werdes tf au0 02 6v: 
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IS are guilty of. ed 


they: ought co . 


Table, g 


; FN 


Rubrick brfors the Communion ; 


pan and evil li- 
Yer [t,that j8Gs aw bp. him 15 offend. 
» or done wreug ' 1691s Neighbour by 


deed, or word, the Crate: having knowledge 
thereof, ſhall advertiſe hin, in any wiſe , not 
to preſume to the Lords T able; yuntil he have 


; openly deglnred- limfelfa 16 have truly repent- 


ed, and reformed. his ' former fife, that the 
Congregation may thereby by [atzsfied, which 
afore were offended, © and that be have recom- 
penced the parties whons the hath done wrong 
wnto., or at the leaſt declare himſelf to be tn 
fall purpoſe ſo. to do, ſo ſeon 45 conveniently he 
may, The ſame Order ſball-the Curate uſe 
with thoſe, betwixt whom he perceiveth ma- 
lice and hatred toreign , nt ſuffering them to 
partake of the Lords Table, until he knows 
them to be reconciled. And if one of the par- 
ties at variance be content to forgive from the 
bettom of his heart , all that the other hath 
treſpaſſed againſt him , and to make amends 
fr that himſelf- hath offended , and that the 0- 
ther party will not be perſwaded to godly Oni- 
1), but remain ftill in his fromardneſs, the Mi. 
niſter, in that caſe, ought to admit the penitent, 
and not him that i obſitnate. - 
T bus the Primate of Armagh , Doftor 
Uſher ix his Redultzon of Epiſcopacy , lately 
ſet out by Dofier Barnard, Prop..1. in every 
Pariſs, the Refor or Succumbent Paſtor, with 
the Church-W ardens and Sides-men, may eve- 
ry week. take notice of ſuch as live ſcandaloaſly 
in the Congregation, and if by uo ſuch admonits- 
ons, aud reprofs, as their offence deſerves, they 
cannot be reclaimed , they may be, preſented to 


the montthly Syned , and in the mean time de- 


barred by the Paſtor from acceſs to the Lords 


C4 | touching 
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. 9. "Wereſolve to uſe great cautioti, concerning ſins that make 


- - - men ſyableto cheTaw7as totheir lives, fiberries; eſtates, or: ny 0- 
awd. ther caſenor provided in this agreement. U20W" 761 3% 


©10.”We reſolve riot to aUmit any to the Sacrament; but ftich. a 
orie that hath'been'firſt declated'to. thofe with whom he's to com- 
municate, that if any. of them can obje& , and. prove duly any 
ng againk him, whereby he appears unfit co receive, that -party 

de kept from the Ordioance, tillthe Chatch or Congregation 


receive fatisfaRtion.. © 


"12. We agree to'fequire of afl Govertiours'6f Families), that 


cometo this Ordinance, to bring and keep their families under 


Catechizing, andto ſee they learn and underſtand thePrinciplesot 
' Chrittianity; and if they cannot inftruct ther themſelves, to 


- bringthoinrs by tobeinracted. "1 
' + ©" 12. Tfany perfonthar hath been admirred ro the Lords Supper, 
"ſhall ataby time hereafter prove ſcandalons in Converſation, we 


tance, and fatisfiethe Church. 


' f 


will not receiveſucha one to the Sacrament, till he teſtifieRepen- 


'. 13. Wertſolve to take notice of ſuch | why formerly have 


4 


 * .been admitted ro the Lords Supper , and abſent rhemſelves from 


ie}, androenquireinto the reaſons of their abſence , and accord- 


ingly we willt eal with them as we find juſt cauſe, that neither 
 Chtiſts Ordinanc 


inances may ſeem to be deſpiſed , nor opportunity of 
)od to their own ſouls negleQed. £1 oa 


[eapree, to be very cautious of admitting ſach' of other 


by 


doing 

14s 
Congregations, that occaſionally offer themſelves to receivethe 
Lords Supper with any of us, that ſo no juft offence may be given 
thereby, either to podly Miniſters, or Congregations from which 
they.come, neither to our own people that joyn with us in that 
Ortinance, Ae | 15. We 


©. 


OT oy 
"5, We agree, not to admit thi Sacrament; that are. 
members of other Congregations ; without either a Teſtimonial 
from their Minifter of their orderly walking , 'or that we can be 
aſſured both of their fitneſs for the Ordinance, and their not re- 
zeRing the fellowſhip of that Congregation, whereof they be 
Members.. FO AI ITETe - rg 
"T6. Weagree, when inany of our Congregations, ſach as-are 
rightly qualified for receiving the Lords Supper, ſhall be ſo few, 
as not to makeup any competent number to joyn together in that 
' Ordinance ; we will then adviſe with the Aſſociation concerning 
the beſt expediency, as to uniting with ſome other Congregation, 
for  / ove neceflity, yet only until that impediment ſhall be 
. removed. | | ; $3 
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I, Government in particular. 
x; 7 Hereas we all agree, that every Miniſter of Chriſt is 
V \ made -by him: a Ruler in pr Congregation, or 
Church to which he is called : And many of us think according to 
. Scripture , and the way of divers Reformed Churches , there 
ſhouldbe ſome adjoyned to afliſt him in Government, called, Ru- 
ling Elders : Yet divers of us alſo are disſatisfied, as touching ſuch 
Elders, but all of us alſo conceive it meet , and a Miniſters Wiſ- 
dome, to ſee with more eyesthan his own , and have the beſt help 
he can, both to acquaint him with the Converſation of his people, 
-and to aſlift him in matters of concernment , that cannot ſo ſafely 
or conyeniently be done- by himſelf alone : Therefore we .apree 
( as we ſhall ſee it feiſable and fit, in reſpe& of our people, to de- 
fire the aſfiſtance of fome godly and diſcreet perſons of our reſpe- 
ive Congregations, both for thggacquainting us withthe Con- 
verſations of our people, and to bale ent ſometimes at leaſt with 
us as witnefſes of our due , and equal proceeding , both in deal- 
ing with ſuch asoffer themſelves to the Lords Supper : And like- 
wiſe in caſe of ſome | admonitions to begiven to offenſive walk- 
ers ;. yet it ſhall be no hindrance to the work of Union, for any of 
usto do, as heis beſt perſwadedin his own judgement , and may 
* more conduce to peace and Edification, 
ea | C3 2, We 
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angaged by chem, yet not withour notice given to 


War in matters of general concernment and conſe- 
quence, isdetermined by them; chat ifany caa upon grounds out 
of the Word objcQ any thing, their ſatisfation may be endea- 
voured, or the matter forborn. HR CR BLN 

'3.Inthele, and all Juch caſes, wherewith the people are made 
acquainted, we agree, according to Scripture Rules, . praQtice of 
the Churches, and all Societiesrightly ordered, there muſt be one 
_ to govern the matter of ſpeech, and ſilence, of which the Paftour 
or Miniſter's to take care that order be maintained. | 

4: Weagpree, that to heal offences, and remove ſcandals out of 
the Church, Chrift hath provided the remedy of admonition of 
offenders, and other Church. cenſures, to which there oughtto be 
no proceeding, bur iticaſe of known offence, and ſuch as cannot 
be healed without cenſure ;; and offences, being ſome of them pri- 
_ vate, others publike, they require a proceeding according to.cheir 
nature and quality... . Po OF BE RV LG BL? Hd 

5. 1n private offences, 'or ſcandalsof one Brother againſt ano- 
ther, known if to more than the brother, yer bur: to few, we agree, 
rhatias Chriſtian Inſpetion:; and watcbfulneſs:over each other, 
muſt apkinenacane into imprudent, raſh, and uncharitable prying. - 
into others failings, ſo Brotherly Admonition may na at any time 
become unadviſed, and nawarrantable 'medling ; therefore: we- 
are in:proceeZirgs of chis fort to follow, | as other Saripeure Rules, - 
ſo eſpecially char Rule, car. 18. 15: if thy Brother, $6. which 
offence or treſpaſs weunderftand, not tobemeant by'ourLord, of 
ſuch huniane iofirmities, that all men, even the beſt Saints on earth, 
inthis/ſtate of jmperfetion , continually fall into; nor of ſuch 
ſmaller faults or injuries:; which-Chriſtian'prudence, Jove , and 
peaceablenels, require anover- looking and paſſing by, bur the of- 
fence there grounding the admonitionisa greater evil, endangering 
the ſoul of the doer, Cs Brother ſeeing it , and lying 
asa tumbling Ronein his Chriſttari courſe, and} fuch a fin}, that 
for the nature of it, is fit, incaſe of inſucceſſefulneſs of admoni- 
tion, tobe brought before the Church. 6. Be- 


1.46, Beſides this Eccleſiaſtical A ) icion, we yeeld" there may 
e other Charicative Admonicions; which muſt not proceed to Ec- 
+ 7. Therefore forour own particulars, we ſhall be very tender 
and cautious; what either we our ſelves do , or encoutige others 
unto iothis caſe, but on ſuck grounds as the Word will ſufficiently 
-  $.: The offence or ſcandalapainſt a Brother, being more than a 
meer 09 why ; the oftending: Brother , by theRule of 
Chriſt, ought to go to his Brother offended , and declare his Re- 
. pentanceto him, who thereupon is to forgive him ; but if the 
' Offender pegle& that duty, the Brother offended, is to gv perſon- 
ally to him, and tell him his fault beeween themſelves hay and 
if by that -admonition the offence be healed , and the Brother 
gained, it is to be concealed for che future, | | 
If he hear not this firſt admonition, the party offended is to take 
to. him two! or three witneſſes, and ifhe then hear at the ſecond: 
admonition before witneſſes, the matterought to be kept ſecret 
_ -by boththe Admoniſher, and the Witneſſes, ' but if he again hear 
notbefore Witneſſes, then the matter is to betold to the Church, 
which though ſomeunderftand ot Church-Rulers , others of the 
Church of a particular Congregation, yetalldo apree, that for . 
order and decency, the Accufation-muſt not firſt be brought to the 
whole Congreeation , but to the'Rulers, or Over-ſeers ; and: 
therefore we reſolve not to countenance the bringing of any ſuch 
matter before the Congregation, till thoſe that are ſer over them 
intheLord, have firſt been acquainted with it , to whom belongs 
 alfothegiving of all publike admonitions, if afterward the afore- 
ſaid party upon. proof of fin be admoniſhed by the Chiorch, and 
he hear not che Church; but is obſtinatein the fin , then he ought 
ne as an Heathen man, and a Publican, and excluded: 
Church, (*L | 
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| %.: 4-1-1, 2; BOOKS: Scandal. 
7, V VE agree, that a private Scandal. by obſtinacy added: 
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Y.. Y to-4t againſt: private ' admonition.,. and _— 
| rold,. 


CAS 


nnhiceſcar 
own- nature at 


dal, is that whichy 


the very firſtis publike, «aa, notorious, known'to.many; if not to 
the whole Church, in which caſe the formerp ng by a-private 


gradual admonition, isnotrequiſite nor proper; but che Church, 
when an offence is thus publike, ought immediately to deal with it 
according.tothe nature of the offence', either:by the' leſs cenſure 
of . admonition, when the Scandal is leſs, which admonitionmay 
beonce, or oftner, as need ſhall require , or by the greater Cen- 
ſare of Excommunication, when the ſcandal is greater and heinous, 
wherein we reſolve faithfully to endeavour the diſcharge of that 


duty ſhallbe incumbentonaus,! 1nd 0 bs 20 117 
- -2. If the party offending after due proceeding,,: ſhall manifeſt 
Repentance, and fatisfie the-Church,” he isto bereceived into fel. 
lowſhipagain:* | on fan | | 


- —_— w, 


- - 3. Tothe ſatisfaRion of the-C hurch-is required moreevidence 
of Repentance after ſomegreater ſin.is committed,or incaſeof.re- 
lapfing readily into'theſame(in',: for: which he hath/declared Re- 
pentance before the Church, or-falling-into ſame new ſcandalous 
evil, after a-former cenſure.,'and-re-admiſſion- into. Communion, 
then.in other caſes, [' Therefore we: agree to be 'very cautious and 
circumſpe&t herein, that there be not an.over-haſty re-admitting of 
any ſuch, rill-dne tryal of- Reformation, be made in ſome compe- 
cent meaſure of fr INI Haas Fob wit iff BD OTNIG! 
| -. 4+ When anOffender is; under Church-Cenſure , though: the 
former Chriſtian-Fellowſhip be denied to-him, yer ought there to 
be all due wayes uſed-to reduce him to 'Repentarice towards God, 
and former Fellowſhip with-che'Church ,| as being a Member or 
perſon under cure. Therefore; we: reſolve ſa.long as opportunity 
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 Row.9.5- a Jonne, and they ſhallcall hisname Emmanuel, which” being. itt- 
* 1Tim-3-16 gerpreted, Es FREE 


Heb. 7.26 Tree from fin Even in his humane nature ond ie, 2 Cur F.2r. 
I Per. 3.3 forke bath made bim- to be ſin for os, who knew no-ſin;that we, 
2Jobo 3. 5'. &c, Heb. 4. ry, he was without fin 5/1: 54 


* Hayiog - fultilled+wil: righteouſnelſe; -#fareh. Fs 7 $iwith. g; Fo, 
Jin id co dim: him ROE itto nem bag *for thus it VE us 
| to COTE OM 
72 | Gavehi hy Re a ſacrifice for our fins, and a ranſome foros; # Bph: 
þ-+ nf p 14 - $,2: Andwalkin love sChriſb iſs harts(oved us/ and bach: iven 
Ma of himſelf for us/an offering: adder fecrificsto God fora ſivect ſinel- 
Tim. 2-6, . ling favour.” © *: £ 
1 Pere 3.18 By ſuffering the wrach of God, th thedenh ofthe Ctoſſe: 
Mat, 26.38 7» Pee. 2. 21, 24 | Chrift- hath'ſuffered for- 05/ECA6——who his 
_ uÞs 2 own ſelf bare our ſins in his owtibody-on the tree;g&c20 i) © 
or tbr 3" - - Torecontileusto God 2:01 $18; 9,23) Altrhings-are of 
'.. Rom3.24 25, God, who hath reconciled us unto himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt and 
. , 26'with 5.9. hath giyen unto usthe miniſtry of reconeiliation, rowit;thar, God 
Heb. 2, 17  wi$inChriſt reconciling the: "world unto hi 


=Bi3+ 3.16 their a bengderiedyerforſoip 4765 Tao Und v3 4 | 
Mu 235.24... ' And ing! alover death; thn heir roſe: as 
27» 2. 15. thir F; Ni [73 TY TJ 117 '] fon T2 : 
Heb, 3.14, the ch on uy 95107189 A099 V2! 
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> Midas: atineipalties and power, and might,”and donkintia) and 
_ - every namethatis. named, not only in this world, but alfo inthar 
whieh-is to.come;_and hach putall chings under his er, and gave 
" bim to be the headover all things to the Church , 

And. | interceſſion” for-us, Row. 8. 24: who 'is even at Heb, 7.25 
- them t hand of God, who maketh interceffion for us; - >; 

ncehe ſhall come again, A#s 1. 1:1.: this fame Jeſus which TOI 

" jsraken up from you into heaven, ſhall fo come In like manner as rs, 6, ba 
ye have ſeen him go into heaven:. - 

At theappointed day to judge the world i in righteouſheſs, Yohn 2 Thief, 1.7.8; 
5, 22, 27. for the Father judgeth no man : but hath committed 9+ ! ©: 
- al judgment unto: the Sonne— And hath | \Preh hin amthority ny I0. Ate, 
tg execute: judgment, &c,; ..: T4 0eSy 

I beleeverhat God the holy Ghoſt who! proceedeth From the 
- Father and the Sonne, pon 15.26, But when the Comforter is 
come, whom 1 will ſend unto. you fromthe Father, even the Spi- 
"i truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he ſhall,&c. ' | 'Lukez4-27:44 

,;Hlath fully revealed the truth and will of God conteined in the Rom-3:22with 

Seriptures of the Old and New Teſtament, Zxks 1. 70. as' he * 5:4: 


Toe ake i Fake month of his holy Prophets, which have been ſince ” = obs 

> wor| : Per. 1. 1ig,. 

wh HA Wee perpetual, and onely rule of faith and obedi- 205217 " 

ence, Pſal. 19.7. The Law of the Lord. is perfe&, '/z. 8, 20;: to Epel. 2.'26. 

the Lay and to; ther Teſtimony, Ze 16. 29. They have Mo: er Deut. 9. i 2. 

- . andthe Prophets, let them hear them: o Poker s 8; 9 

Anddot effectually apply to-his ele, by working faith' in adv; 48 * 

ms ing benefics of that MLT purchaled by the blood of John 6. 37,39, 
riſt Ao I 5, 749 44,45- 

_- Which precious benefits are diſpericed bythe fame 5pirit; ICor. our =; 

- 61k. --But ye arewaſbed, bur ye are ſanRified, but yeace juſtified x.-.;5, ls 
inthe name of out LordJeſus, and by the Spiritof our God.') ''' Net 


Gal. 4.6. 


m.$8,1,27 
” El the uſe of thoſe holy Ordinances , John 5. 39. Searchrhe 3.16. 59. ws 
criptures, for. in-them ye think ye haveeternal life, and they "ave AQs 25,2; 
| '% $04 | ifie of me 3% ni. 4658 50 with 917, 


ies > (38 716 103! 4 $o-wg _— 
ch.Chr hath inflimredin his written Word; Eph. 4. 1 IT. Mack 7. 
| THIS? ome Apoites, and d ſocte Prophets, and ſome pak 4 -ingh 
ts-, 4 me Paſtors , and Teachers for the perf on 28.1920, 
ages tot the workotde WOPR0Y fot theelifying ofche ©: LCoren2, 28, 
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7 1406.49.45. Hiding 1 5uw:/an a6 e16h69; ibiethirat th 
| Aden, 37. CT Ale n they have not believed ? and how ſhall they 
Es 4 helieytin bimo of whom they havenor heard >' and how ſhall they 


26.18, 
1 Per. 1,23,25, bear without a Preacher ? And how ſhall preach. except 
RFF. 45 2 :they beſent ? as itis written, how beaurifall Kroon 
that preach the Goſpel of Peace 7and bring 8 gc wr 04 
- dig$2/09 then s Faichcomesby hearing, and xrme by the 
+ * 17 ' Wordaf God.) 1151 pron fee 
X And encreaſt ing 'prace SY Pet.” 2.) 2:7 As rerbh6ty Habes 


James 1. 18.. 
BY , x ' <> ne” fincers: malk” of the Wore; that you -mnay grow 
Corte. + Catefullyito- hoabfantd?:I/er 2.31 Come ye.”and'Iet us 
455. with'ti go up tothe mountainof the Lord , to "a" houſe of theGod of 


20. 23. fda ENS will reach us his wayes , ahd we” wil walkin his 
Luke $.t6 paths-. 


z1 
6 Fi fo Heb. 105. 24; 25, [And let us conſider one another to ks 


1 The 5,20; unto love } -and to good works: Not fans the aſſembling of 
ve. Ly our ſelves together as rhe manner of fomeis : one 
| : another; and ſo-muctrthe- more/*as ye ke the day dpptoach- 


(- ” 


wr 


Fe SD hs 17 his ſceond coming, I Cor. 11. 26. for as'"6ften as yeeat 
| Sant. 43:20;thiaBredd; and drinbleCep; ye'do thei the Lordi” death till 
Epb.4412145 hocome. .\\ ,' 

Heb, 2.:25.. 7 Theleeve'that ithe holy $pirit deeettethr, Tobi I'4. 77. eveh the 


Tem. s why Fe Spirit oftrurh . whom the wortd tannorteceive , : he 
Xt he dwel. 
, andfhall bein'you, an wr ; Po. 76. T7. 


2 yOu 1.14. himinot , neither knowerl hith : 'Biit" e know him, 
1 by you into all truth. 


gf 19 :-t | lectiwidh you 
Rom. "8. F4.+" he will 


«2. 12. +thar care drawaico-beleeve in Ohiift; Eymeſ. | 4h, 

he matt quny ant | theriches oftiisplory , 
or ; be 0m 
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_ ij pots inme, and1 in thee , at'rdey W6"'n 
0.1.x ONE 1 M$); Bec w_— b oven as" 

2 ray ff ic E FE, | b Pore? 

E: 19:8 4.2230 e\1$c.” If 700g at 4P - 
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cy at cl :12, 2 13504. 27. For as the body is one and hath m 


andull the members of that one Ls being wany are one body ; 


o 
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"For by one Spirit we are _all Baptized into one body , whether © 
we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and- have 


been all'made to drink into: one Spirit; for the body is not one 


; light, as he'is in the light, we have fellowſhip one with another. 


..- With the life of grace in Chrift, ©zek, 36.26,27;A new heart 
* 2 willI give you, anda new {ſpirit will I pat within you-, and I will 6, z7. 
' take awaythe ſtony heart out of your fleſh, and I will give you an Gl. 6: 2. 


& 


member, but many. Now yeare the body of Chrift, and mem-- _ 
bers in particular.” The members whereof having fellowſhip with , cer. r. g, 
the Father, the Son and the holy Spiric by faith, 170: 1.3.Our fel- 2 Cor. 33; 14. 


lowſhip is with the Father and wich hisSonne Jeſus Chriſt, -. -.. Phil. 2- 2. 
_Andwith one another in love, . 1 oh» 1. 7.But if we walk in the : of be: 


JW . 3 l; 

+ . Doreceivehere on earth forgiveneſſe: of fins, Zpheſ. 1,7. In oy jp , wich 
whom we have redemption through his blood, evert the forgive» 4: 4, 5. 

neſs of ſins, according to the riches of his prace. AQs2.'42,44, 

| 46,Rom.12.5 - 

6. 1Cor.12.25,. 


* heart offleſh, and I will put my Spirit within you,and cauſe you to Eph.4-2,3:44 


walk in my-Statutes, and ye ſhall keep my judgements, and'do \Eebens ; WD 
Gal. 2.19,:20. For I thronzh the Lawem dead to theLaw; that 26. 18. 

I might live unto God ; 1 am crucified with Chriſt , nevertheleſs I Col. . 14. - 

live, yet not1, but Chriſtlivethin me, and thelife which now live 89m. 8: 13 2. 


-bi the fleſh, Thive by theFaith of-the Son of God wholoved me, = "7 = .Þ 
and gavehimſelf for me, ; I John $126! 


that forget God.. 


. © Andat thelaſtReſurreion of dead mens bodies,” A&. 24- 15, 1 Cor. 15.51 


there ſhall bea ReſurreRion of thedead, both of the juſt, and of 52.1 Thel. 4- - 


boo: 01 1 I 16,1902. 
the unjuft. ' Luke 12i325 


© Shallforever enjoy the lite of glory with God in heaven, 2ar, co, FTI 


5+ 8. Bleſſed are the-pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God, Mat. Rom.6. 851 


25-46.-----But'the righteous into Life Eternal. 1 Tim. 2,77. 


© When the wicked ſhall go into everlaſting puniſhment inhell, : Theſ. 4. 17. 
ſal. 9g. t7,- The wicked ſhall be turned into hell, andall the people John r- 5 7. "pt 
© I do heartily take, 7/. 44. 5. One ſhall ſay; Tam the Lords, and Rev. 6" \g 


anotherſhallcall himſelf by the name of Zacob, and another ſhall Mark g. 24. 


/'a 


name of 7ſrael, Joby 1. 12. But as. many as received him,to them 
gavehe power to becomie the ſons of God... 


k 
FR : | 4 


ſabſcribe with his hand unto the Lord, and furname himſelf by the * **t- 3- 25+ 


them. : A&s 10:4.and : 4 


with 63.1, 
Pa. 4. 6, 7. 


Rom. 8.2. ; yed,. ' © [ $2] - pap | Gy 
by .  Andthis Holy Ghoſtfor my Saniifier, 1.Per. 1, 22. Seeing ye 


$55 +.,-.- Cc. Pal. 51, 11. Takenotthy holy Spiritfrom:me. -- 

| Der. 26, 17, By bis grace giving uprfiy (If wholly to this one God, 2 Cor.8.5. 
_ +16.:44:5-" * Firſt, they gave thejr own ſelves tatheLord; /} -. td 

þ rn =o Fo loveandobey him ſircerely and faithfully , 4/arrh. 2.2. 37. 


£18 5 eo Pe Br 6. Then: ſhall I not be confounded, wken 1 bave reſpe&-unto 
: ie var ' all thy Commandments. SUES 


wh 574 - - AlfoIconſemtand reſolvein the ſtrength of Chriſt;?oſtma 24:15. 
| ANT 05 I and my houſhold will ſerve the Lord. © + | 


Mich, 4, 2... on ſelyzs to cheLord'in;a perpetual Covenant. that ſhall:ngr; be 
*" A242, 44, JOTgottren Os 


46. - Ando ſubm't tothe Dovernment-and Diſcipline which -Chrift 


be, x0. with-: : : In i: 
| oe +6, [7 Chou haſt gained thy Brothe-, bur if he will not bearthee ; then 


+ The\.z.6, tx {8ke with thee one'or two more; that, &c' andif. he fhall'negleRt 
12,74.. - | tohearken, then tell it unto the Church; burifhe ſhallneglect to 
' Col. 2.5.  hearthe Church, let him be unto theeas a Heathen man, and a 
1 Cor. 11, 12, A peÞ x "Y On 
+ 45-wdh <>s.r, Publicars, _ | gi 
©, 32,3334 37,! For his own glory and his peoples good ): 2 Cer. 10,8. For | 
- - 49, x | F though 


=_ 


ESE | C341 = 
_ though 1 ould boaſt more of our Sutnicy ſe the Lord hath 
+ givenus for edification, and not+ for deſtruction ; and: Chap. x3.. 
' Io- The power which the Lord hath given me-to edification , and: {| 
not. to deftruQion. _ | | FE 
- - Andthar I may have the opportunity of the enjoyment of theſe 
priviledges for the advancement.-of mine obedience , I reſolve and. 
and promiſe, //as. 44. 5. One ſhall ſay I am the 1 ord, and ano- 
-ther ſhall call himſelf by the name of 7aceb, and another ſhall ſub-. 
- feribe with his-hands unto the Lord, 8c. 2 Cor. 8.5. And this they - 
did, firſt gaye themſelvesto the Lord, and unto us by the will of 
God, 2 Cor. 9. 13. They EET, for your profeſſed ſubjeRi.. 
-_ ontothe Goſpel of Chriſt. 
_ © To ſubmit to the Miniſterial Guidance and over-ſight, exerciſed. 
| wp vs the rule of the Wordin this Congregation, A#s 1 4.. 
. 22. Andwhen they had ordained them Elders in every Chtch, 
As 70. 28. Take heed therefore unto your ſelves, and to all the 
Block.over the which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you Over-ſeers, 
to feed the Church of God, Heb. 13. 17. Obey them that have the 
rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves to ſuch , for they watch for 
-.  yourſouls, as they that. muſt give an account that they may do it 
with joy, and not with grief, for that. is unprofitable for you: 
AndtotheBrotherly advice and admonition of Fellow-Chriſti- 
. ans here, Rom. 15. 14.1am perſwaded that you are filled with. all 
knowledge, ablealſo to admoniſh one another, C/. 3. 16. Letthe 
word of Chriſt dwell in you richly, inall wiſdome, teaching and 
_admoniſhing one another, 7«de 20. Ye beloved, building up your 
_ ſelvesinyour moſt holy Faith,----keep -your ſelves inthe love of 
- God, andof fome have compaſſion , making a_difference,' others 
ſave with fear, pulling them out of the fire, 1-The/. 5. 11. Com- 
_ fort your ſelves together, and edifie one another, Heb. 3. 16. Ex- 
' hort-oneanother daily, Heb. 10; 24. Let us conſider one another,. 
- to provoke to love, and to good works, ; TY . 
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© Te-zvill readily be yielded; that the great work of Chriſtians 
here is-to advance to their: utmeſt the Superlative intereſt of 
Chriſt bis Kingdomeand Gloty.: That the way-conducing here- 
unto lies; Firſt, (for a ſure foundation) to begin with a Totall 
. and free ſubjecting themſelves to Chriſt : Then for fuller furde- 
rance-to endeavour afrer the largeſt Heart and moft publicke 
_ And (as a yet more full and: proportionate meanes,) to put 
themſelves into the beſt poſture of the fulleſt and firmeſt-Union 
and Conjunttion, for cxalting together of the Name and Cauſe 
of Chriſt; without which' Geoerall Union, neither the Churches 
_Edification,' Reformation, or Preſervation , can be ſufficiently 
provided for, as neceſſarily requiring a conjunction of hearts, 
knit- together in Love, of heads-untted in counſels and contri- 
rag and of hands. affording- their beft aſſiſtance and 

Woo ont! vo. in FIFY 

-: Among others there are.theſe three things in the reformed 
_ which are the © great Dolenda,: the greatly to be be- 
br viz al RD | 

'* 2; :That great defe& and want of Union and good correſpon- 
dencies for mutuall help. | "TR 


- +/2. :That height and depth of hazzard and danger , they daily 
run-bythatwantof good Union, 1 1 

'3. That ſo great, ſo.great: negle& of applying -any juſt and 
proportionate ' remedy to heal | diviſions and . prevent the 

> 72x > \ | OT + bs 

Certainly Zeis.noe ſmall one., but one of the great ſcarrs ſeen 
this day-it the Face of the-Proteſtant Churches, that ſinfull divi- 
ſionandwant of Union, which interrupts thoſe good correſpon- 
dentiesand joyntaRings upon; to the ſecuring and propagating 
the Proteſtant intereſt,that would upon conjuRion follow. 
* :QurLord indeed tells us Luke 16. The Childrenof thi World 
ti Wiſer in: thir generation then the ' Children of Light : and 
beſides former-, our: own. preſent age and experience, do abun- 
dantly prove and ſeale unto it. tO : 
- Diverſe adverſe parties, thongh: ſmaler they can hit it, they 
canbe<loſely united among thetnſelyes' ,” and firongly combined 
EAN a ke MS againſt 


& the eſt. 
= 


. i | ioft the re- 


"the 


ongthe Churches) - 
onthe 
 Syprean-iotereſt of the Ki 

_  Whes. therefore difunion and diviſion is ren. 
the-faceof the Choeches.in generall, Jt can be'no ſmg[}blemiſh 
in any particular vans gh Mvorhes ; but-is more eſpecially 
ſo,in this Nation of ours. Oo {oo «bay 
*.:Thagſo many Nations divided in ſituation, and of fuch indifſc- 
oa cs Macao 


”—_ 


he 6a, Wh, 


C31. 


fun "* jonot ot afedgetberis rage + : "Bot for tholgofour 
PTY "and whi ich formerly were ſo waited, eo beſo rent- ane 


| AG he pieces, and fo remain without a h 
BEL Ade cat and 


the Po ith, ws are 
ditrive wichall 


r'own _ owca, any us: TN OT Ome 


| t@roght toall the former.,. for-our ſelves. to find-ir, 8nd our 
rebar t here toiobſerve, their great-advantages by- that 


at. de mennes yetuſed;, yea,. and with all, 
1lo-gener: » xo rr unto any ſuch Way, 8 which may- timely 
ſecure and relieve us. | 


fs $6 ei P betta aorbels nobas, 
 Ordicd praiſſe & non potniſſe refells 


1 [his is and df for a Lamextation.. 


therefore-our Wepers, and dangers are from: diviſi- 
eds. be. þy a.juft: and generall Ugion, 


| OY ; The remedy muſt. nc 
ply of the fart dp and godly of differenc perſva- 
ere are three waies. may. be thought of for effeQing 


"The Fi irthat: which though ivmay greatly be feared, yer 
cannot juſtly be defired; and that is the Storme and Flame of - 


| The bog to. drive. and. warm: us intoa willinghels 19/ unite. 
| thought perſecution. ſometimes hach bronght about; -yer- | 

wit, a; ſhould ariſe, ir muft-in moſt probability be-.. 
mth = rty, which is po way. likely, to-occaſion.it- . 
naw, ge Peter Queen Adaries time 3 

condemmation and execution by burnings- 


lb like .: (Teal, * ſuddain. Maſſacres WF expeiageo cole \ 


akede) eſs, hunger, aadallextremities. | 
is nk the new way of the _ a proof of which we have 
hes A 2 in 


_ they will'rim; if once opportunity be _ 
the ſword 'andviolence hath taken away hoſe hat cor hijab Ah 
mw 31 Bn Peay cott)e'to find ont othersthat have eſ- 
 eretre ihe Pop Parry ſo encreals aridfare o bufiefai- 
by-- if Ak it is apprehended) 'the re' is great 
eed: fe ppeL ro eral! Union to counterw c 
Sie the Bord this Gwe on the RE and lifteſs Spires 
OT TN ws __ Searle TO! 6 By i cn. 
2. N lecond way! or rocuring ni0n, is y To Vi 
_ Interpoſition = ſetling ſuch order and govertimenr as 
ay gather” and'$ ve together, the broken and divided parties 'a- 
radi us.” Bob this way though i it isnot defired at all by diverſe, 
wholike no impoſition, bur a liberty to do'as the ſe. "yet 
if the civill power wou'd Pleaſe. ;to.- give their. jr? Kan and en«- 
couragemen t untoit ;; how ſoon hes happy Union beeffeR- 
ed, and the building of Gods Houſe would brirg a bleſſing, and 
; grettly conduce to ſettle their own affairs. 'But when a NA 
ſeaſe is mortalÞand high, theremedy muſt nor FT recftath 
laied + "if at* preſent” this willnot be'dorie, we hae'needd 
We can do: - {$2Itiw | 
. There is a third way, [or be way at orefent to effeRt: 4 re 
and: necelfary Union) Which is by ouri'own free choice or volun- 
rary conjunRion and aſſociation , jn ſome juſt and. moderate 


viy, reſpeQtively t6'tlie godly and peaceabſe of different. perſey 
ſions. '' * - oe 


bob bf L435 


athar 


-Continvanch' of Wantdii and every ores going onnwyy, 
r will not in 


as the beſt way of peace and preſervation,” cannot'n 
the concluſion; be a'rcliefand remedy to'our diftempers and 
gers.” Whatſoever' may* e faid for @ neceſſity of: ipdu ag 
the'p PE Terk Nation' mpſt cotfie in: ro fore” fir” 
andaccord. '' For ſuch as conceive dif- unioh ; and * diviſion bet 
we may 2s foon credit them; as . we would a; 10 him hs 
ſhoald affirm ey burne tow - i5 beſt to: make Corgi ( 


7 | | bes 


; HS 
| Japeroſia fandere on to wy «Cables: for tive that toſs at 


"Fe Fr wiph be Gking, and ſoall vines to clttrgienbe 
rving Of it; 15 no time tor any particular perſon to lie ſleeping 


| Tones inthe ſides ofthe ſhip; or't6 be Whe! in x his private 
Cabbin to order his own affairs. 
If aCountry. be invaded with an Ari: it is not ot fie for the 
Tahabitants to run into: holes and hide themſelves, as the 1/-ac- 
littes dd, when the Philiftines were up againſt them, Neither is 
 that.enough inthiscaſe, for every man'to take up Artes, and 
ed Rand in his own door only z\that \may' help againſt the ap» 
© proach of the thief, but not againſt av {enemy ina Body, But'as 
the eyemies firength and the:Countryes danger is by that of 
many ſingle perſons joyned in one Army; fothe ſingle perſons 
f .the. endangared Countty»muſt-uriite”(as Savl and 7onathas 

dinthat invaſion by the Phil5neZ) there muſt'be Army a- 
ginlt Army:for:the preſent Tecuriry. ' The way' left us at. pre- 
ent is union, by a free and voluntary! aſſsciating, both to heal 

Divifions,: 3nd defend our ſelves againſt them that are al] united, 
and joyntly aQting againſt:tbe Reformed Religion. 

©.chis. muſt bea good anda juſt, anentire and extenſive full 

nie ha ; loas ons Ie be not below, or ſhort any way of the. 

Via 

A pooton onion by the Good, Good men ſincerely and cordi- 

y cloſing for carrying on thework. 

© Ave þof eptice union-made by perſons of a ſurable due Go- 
ſpe temper, of Sqbriery; Moderation'and Diſcretion, that ay 
hereby. evenly joyne and glue together. | 
- Ris \ neſs andHarſhneſs- of ſpirit' will not ſuit: this work; as 

chih.Iron. and.-ſoft pljant- Gold will not agree in a curious: 

rame, for an exquiſite and continging motion : Nor harſher 
matte. with. ſofter filk.in the ſame'piece, which will not wear 

. ot old well,. but- ſoon. fret out : Goſpel. calmneſs and gentle- 

. ne] b, Homily and Yieldingnvls muſt make a due union, 


A. 3 Bur: 
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- Bar yer thhreianagd. aſe of Reſolation, firmer of purpoſe 
 Confic 4/3 a to _ bog Mirong foder of a firih 


_ "Me fr backe ata dghious Fxoaieg of a ſuſpi icious titho- 
rous tetnper,full of Doubts, Jealouſics, endleſs: DiſſuriffaQions, 
ard. continual. Unevenelles : bur! Ferre: T evacer' propifits : I 
tetkaor uhaxthap do, dthen fixand hol@upin eveneſs 


——_ a ſo longas Necel 

The perkansconcernadthasouidcennribure to, and'concurre 

in. this union, ace, both, Miniſters and people. 

.. Minithers lea ing, and: people-wi "following, both*to- 
he r, coming, 18,09, help cloſe-up the breach; which rh bite 
x and neo anters ry whe wota re Firkt, 

rull rs 

W that, and pry ny perſons, oe more: meuterly” ceiieerte 


RT (pci bhernfrowitein Cheb, und 


rebions fois Indut 


Clu, wh twyeres rentmcneat wirne them 
L911, - 


roſy, whey 5 for roi wait: "36 Kliſtrs lagna, 'will 
_ peagk begin -alane;* 1 | 
ive2 Jfth dal 

rit* will peoplei in probabjli rag arredg 
per ? No, the Mig ers Ligh te: wr rats nog bog — 
| miſs, ther Rek lation " Zealro help others to be-relbjure 


allo. ſhould deſign purer wh «Too: 
operates DE Wn. _ ome Epſon 1 he- 


wy wayes, N Miniſters berein to letthem £0 


and 


nut =o» 


For wheatho vs; 'ir exufi'alſo.be 


the, Gaſpel ofpeace and' union; Mfini« © 


AL ; * Sur oe 6 ih . 2% wa S 


We Pt - 
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®  -: * 
anda& alone : but honour them with yields c0,and followings 
-ofthem'in\whar theyfollow Chriſt. * © "Ng EE £ 
- (Formerly whata ſpirit of wiflingnes was there to hear, learn,be- 
Heywand do 4xtheir godly Miniftersgoided nnd perſwaded?What | 
' 4 Golpel-yieldingneſs and great ſequaciooſneſs was ſeen among 
-prople,charzurned greatly to'their own Edificatioo and the great 
.Gomforr,aod high.cncouragement of their godly Micifters, ,. 
.+ Chriſts Miniſters chey/have ever been Satans great eye-ſoar and 
ſpeciall envy., and Satan bath ever endeayottred what he. could, 
tomake. their: credie-yun- aslow as he conld, that, the Golpel 
age enolcdplower, and be "glorified rhetefs in peoples hearts. 
A man is fo far paſſublewith others;/-as he hath efteem and credit 
in their hearts, and will accordingly prevail with them. It is 
-Satans grand defign to make the Repocation. of the Miniſters of 
Chriſt run ow that thereby 'the Doctrine they dring, might be 
va Me deligain Scoiprrs, and Chrifts great driftin the Go- 
ſpel, is to ſetup the Miniſters very high in peoples hearts ; (that 
they ſhould have them in ſingular Honour for their work fake) | 
+ os. af wouldexalt both his Word, and himſelf alſo. -But 
ithig-hath been'Sarans deſign, and effeted more of late then... 
ever, ſince theReſormation; yea other Ages : ſcarce any have 
excoeded ours. \- Buc the loſs is leaſt to Minifters,. and mokt to the 
Hearts,/that-ſuffer theruſclves to be prejudiced againſt them. The - 
Word looſes its efficacy, but the people the profit, and their - 
ſouls into the bargain alſo, if they look not toit. But as Mini- 
ers of Chriſt muſt Jead, and. fer their Light ſhine before cheir 
people; ſo people mult let in their I}Sht, and ſuffer themſelves - 
takrgadel and perfiented, as for het own Edifiatan, fo. 
Miniſters great ehcouragement and comfort. -Thus inthis great 
work of union, both ſhould help and encourage each other, and. 
theathe Adrverſacies may be 4ſappointed, and in time our Divi- 
Some looking into the obſtacles, likely to hinder union, a« 
- mong(thoſe of different judgments gave (ſome years ſince) a- 
mong others) a matter of ten Reaſons; which though not ia the - 
lane method, nor in all the words at length,” yer is thought - 
rs ; at: . 


= 


not. ; ani og 73? mo bat 442! ($84 * q $334J fo F&« Kt 3 398.5 fL:> 
G ro9'muc heir Rehgionti "off 


fra dhe ” ff che height ol fares lay inrigid* ation 
from thoſe that arcof jg lize-; and. will be har ly 5 hojun to 
| rea any thingof joe ſuppoled, neceſſacy.f wa rather 
< pee them{lves,. Henhere: withithe.weak, ſuſpeR- 
ing even ne ry. I. proviſions fc or admiſlien; of, theweak;! as [2. 
,vouring to much of looſaeſs, and chat which may. bring oatheir 
parcaling) in other mens ſins... þ |; 
| Some have druak.in ſuch prejudice. againſt their Brethren, 
hay acying the difference, PBreater them ic is, ,;.dnd ſuppoſing a 
'Elofure unlawfullor ſcarce poſlible;' axe the; more; WENT to 
any thing tending toa compoſure, ,. /\. 

3- Ignorance , mzy prove'a great hinderancs, many vinder: 
ftand only the praQtick part bf their own way, 'nor' fully knowing 
the extent neceſſity, indifferency of their ſeverall pribciples,theſe 

+ on ofa zeal totrurh wil fiang off, A5g0r TI how far oy 

en | BK 5 

'"4: Some Uellabi in conteations..... +... - 

5: Some Once embittered their blood is pot cafity cook. 

'6, Some are pleaſed with nothing that themſelves propound 

» not. =; 2 4 voy 
0, "Many are engaged. /and, will find it a hard rw, .to.deny 
themſelves it) poific of honour and. ; oredir, which tliry think will 
be lolt, if they alcer their courſe. - _ 

8, Many. are ſo overdriven A their friends, and viembers of 
their CTRL s, , that they da are do little for fear of difplez ſe 

NE Ede want publick principles having| but one hiog intheir 
as ſuppoſe purity. or oor & | Proſeoure that eo ruine or neg- 
[tl other neceſſary x ry) 
q. Some want publick Sp Pics, not careing. whey! hecowes of 
6thes Chirtfians: '\6 long as they have the Ball ac their own foor, 
or things go with them as they would haveir..: © - 


- Now as. the ;proper cure and relief of Dinifiqns, and Maners 
thence ariſing, ' cle | veceffarity. be'from.Union,,-a' ſuicable and 
Tt Paion, crable to othe nature and extent of 'theMalz- 


o/ dy: 


Ne 


- light, and leaders ſo in this, ina more obſervable manner. 


. -. But now theres noneſhogld be ofa meer. private and impub. 


a [9] | 
.z. ſo that muſt firſt be removed that is theimpedimint es i t. Þ 
hat though many thingselſe concurre, yet is chiefly a great de- 
feof publickrieſs of Spirit, a Spirit carried out the publick 
good of the Church of Chriſt and his Cauſe, 


% 
= 


_ * Together with a grand failing in Brotherly Love. 


-1;/: Thar defe& and great want of a publick Spirit, that 
which hath made ſo many Prophets, Apoſtles,” Martyrs, "Minis 
ters, and Saints in all ages to ſhine ſo gloriouſlyſ' - ' 

- All Chriſtians whatſoever ſhould endeavour great publickneſs 
ef Spirir,” ſhould put on and wear this rare Jewell , with the 


- richPendants of it of pureſt and greateſt aims, beſt contrivinces, 
warmek affeQions; - trongeſt higheſt reſolutions for the Church. 


exgoad, againſt all things whatſoever that interpoſe. _ 
_ * Bur publickPerſons, Miniſters, -principally they ſhould be of 
ery : cininent and exemplary publickneſs of Spirits, as they are 


lick, but of the moſt publick Spirit. 
- -Weſhould not be like theSnaile'that houſes herſelf in her ſhel, 
commonly cleaves to a block or tone, ard ſeldome moves, and 


I . 


- But like the Springs of Water, that riſe up, run over, and 


-make a river for general uſe. 
._ -: Nor like a lightiin'a dark Lantberne/,- which ſhineth only in- 


- 'ward ; but like the Heavenly bodies that mounted up, are, fill 


_calion 


niinging round the Heaven, to cafry- and convey their light and 
influence. t0/all.It is to evident that the great want of publickneſs 
of Spirit, that like an Epidemicall common diſeaſe, hath ſpread 
itſelf about. This this is the reaſon of that wang of endeavours'for 
generall Union... OY 


TheSchool Maxime is,Omne negativam fandator is affirmative, 


 allgifintending and negleR of a duty ariſes from over intending 


and{fallowng ſomething, elſe that ſhould not be done, The negle&t 
of the publick muſt have ſome ill unworthy ground and oc- 


A 91851. 5 65t91 0,3 i $ogs on Nifong gy dos 
Theres ſome evill that infeRs the Heart of Men , that breeds 


this axiw deligninm., | this durteſes unto the publick. 
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[10] | 
Paul's complaint in his time, Al ſcektheir own, 
my of' Chriſt. 

pudlickneſs of Spirit, ſeeking the things of Chriſt 
breeds from a private Spiric f and ſinfull | ſeeking our own 
taings , 
:\Thecis a very private narrow$pirit gone oat into theNation, 
| ch fike Pldjach's leane and il! fayoured Kine, eats up the fat and 
L) Many Chris, many oublick verſons, many Minifters for 
their own ſafer: eaſe; wy enjoyments, and attendance on their 
"- Gin; privatea wits; retiredneſs , 'and* pleaſe themſelyes 

m-unptofitable Privacies, hs, Ting; : andlying fill, withdrawing 
themſelves from the pubſick in 'a grear meafare t when the pub- 
kek cals fo Joud to'all for help.: - 7 

Thereis a very ſinfaull unworthy Spirit, in diverſe this way, 
ſuffering themſelyes tobe of lirele uſe, incompariſon of what hey 
might, and hiding much' of their Talentin the Napkin ofan'un- 
profitable privacy  . 

"This is as if'the- Springs and Rivers Mould ſatup theikſelves, 
or hide chemſelves under onto and bid us go ſeek the water. 
Asif che Sun ſhould ftand till, draw a Curtain 'before it, and 
rhen bid'the TIGER and Starrs to wirm the world, and make 


day. | i. 
py Now finfuulbt #to.beal{ ſelf. Cinter-ſelf, wid Cidcmife- 
rence felf, aimesand ating? all ſelf Oets preferre a mans own- 


privacies and particularities,' before the publick,to haveall 
ns erendipr polar” "YE Hearr onthe other, or inan | exceeding 

Ae dn} CtetiMari'yet kodiveLitenite made fi, or his quiee 
 t#6 eff given him,to retreat from the publick, and lye ſtill by meer 
ana _ 

' Itiethieafone' prerogative of him that is immultably felf ſuth- 
i rd* from whom wt'things only are) to be ey ifor 
m_—_— KOTA YI LOVES FU Dfe: 8-2 ofl9 
A here th ; there Fw but two forts of Conia inthe 

mfelves « licence to be meerly and only 
yo oding ae re Divel and wicked men, left to _ 
elves 


a. wore ch 


Wo | 

| Kjves manwnbl. There is nothingin the whole Creatton , but 
as it is Rampt with « principle of felf-preſervation , fo likewiſe it 
bath a ftrong \inclination and will accordingly on occaſion beſtir 
it ſelfinto a zealous aQtivity to preſerve the univerſe. 

Many hcathens though moves only by principles only of Mo- 
rality, yet'were often. Perſons ofa moſt Pnblick and Heroicall Spi- 
ric, eminently carryed forth and acted, to undertake and adven- 

. ture for the publick good. |  - 

Holy perſons in Scripture are purpoſely put upon the file of a 
lorious Record, for their excellent publick Spirit, their being fo 
ludious and zealous for promoting the publick, andnot regard- 

ihgther'own private, 85 to eſtates, liberties, lives, or wharſoe- 
ver might be dear and precious tothem z As Aoſes, David, Ne- 
hemiab, Panl, and many others. | 
"TheSaints in Heaven though fo ſecure and happy, yet are all 
 ofamoft-publick, tranſcendently publick Spirit, engaging for the 
Churth Militantin their requeſts continually. Sompath 
_'Theglorious Angels are of this publick Spirit, being daily moſt 
freely miniſtering Spirits for 'the good of the Heires of Salva- 
tion. Wo ; X 
, The'moſt Bleſſed God, although he needeth nothing and is un- 
_ der ne obligation to any, but as himſelf pleaſes ; yet hath the 
largeſt heart and'moſt liberallhand, doing good co all, efpecially 
his Chorches : and guides continually every thing as to his wn 
; gory, fo the good of his. Hong | 
at privare Spirit, that deſigning of, and pleaſing it ſelfin un» 
-ptofitable receſſes, latencies, and lying ftill : Thar Spiric which 
is under - a Spirituall Liſtleſneſs , and Cowardize for doing and 
adventuring any thing to promote or "habe the publick, is the 
moſt improper andirregular thing inthe world. $195 
The moft excellent Chriftians bave the moſt publick, livelieſt / 
Spirits; The greateſt thoughts, higheft aimes, affeRions, moſt 
- bntlant Zeale, aftivity, and equalicy of endeayours for the 
Theſe when private, narrow, liftleſs Spirited men, that over 
mitided their own,will have but a bad account ro give into Chriſt, 
Theſe will render op their account with greateſt joy and con- 
lidence. B 2 This 


i 


| This is the firſt great Oprocien {p00 bealing ag 


[12] 
andejievin 
ion, want of a publick Spirit, and this from being ſo much o 
an unprofitable private Spirit, ſet: upon, 'and ſeeking our own, 
and not the things of Chriſt, - © - - {Rab 
. Theſecond (and which alſo greatly grounds. the former) is 
that very great want of Love,  Firft, To Jeſus Chriſt his cauſe 
and Goſpell- Brotherly Love... <1 

Love, which is excluſive of a meerly private and narroue, of a 
lifileſs cold and dull diftemper, introducesa free and enlarged, 
active, adventurous, and. zealous'diſpoſizion, and way; and is 
one of the great Fountains and Feeders of publickneſs of Spiric. 
One of the great Legacies the Lord Jeſus bequeathed to. his Diſs. 
ples, when be was jeaving the world, was peace. - © 

_ Andone of the great Commandements given in charge by him 
was Brotherly Love, the ground of peace and unity; let that be 
wellcon{rdered- | Eee 3506 

- Brotherly Love (which beſides that great weight of the gol: 
den Scepter of Chriſt., lying onit all the Scriptures over, ' and 
the Clear ſtamps of his authority. in thoſe frequencies of triceſt 
Scripture Precepts,) to make it more paſſable and currant, it re- 
ceived from Chriſt himſelf, a peculiar Stamp and new Signature, 
and is that alone jn all the Scripture, which is flyled the new Com- 

mandemenc, required to be the proper Goſpell:ba#ge of Chriſts 


> hy 


_ » Difciples. Hereby  fiall all wen, &c. And Brotherly unity is 


the genuine atid rare fruit of Brotherly Love, by every Chriſtian 


. tobe endeavoured to the utmoſt extent of Goſpell poſſibility. 


Nothing in our own varies of corrupt diſtemper, carnall ends or 
undue prejudice ſhould hinder ir ; nothing in our brethren ſound 
in thefaith, and of Godly-Conyerfation, though norabſolutely 
agreeing with us in way WG diſpoſition, or opinion in all things : 
Chriſtians cannot be all alike here. ' All have nor. the ſame inte!- 
ledtyall complexion. It is a great defeCt of meeknels of wiſdome 
tq refuſe all. agreement with others becayſe they agree got with 
vs inall things. Neither may any otherC Sree rhe hins 


bi Ak that we could duly conſider of this new, this one new Com, 
mandemegt,; our Lords peculiar charge given upon ground of 
&7 T4 FE Sreal 


: Fug 13] 
; codrnret in Goſpell rimes, foreſeen perfeRiy by the Lord 

knowing Law giver, and King of his Church! _ : 
© Certainly when Chriſt will heal and ftabliſh a people, he fills 
their Spirits with over powering Brotherly Loye, to ſmooth of 
heart, uneavenneſs of diſinclirations, diftruſtes , and mifunder- 
| fandings, and makes them firmly piece togerber. in Godly unity. 
Love as the Apoſtle bath ir,'is the bond of perfeQneſs. Yet, 


o 
- 


BD Love is the fulfilling ' of the Law', NangapTe res, That will 


+. 5 


encline andenadle.wife, for make willing with it, and confſtraine 
- usinto it, -into all the lattitnde of duties we owe to fellow Chri- 
 fians, and preſerve us.therein. Get we butthat fincere and ar- 
dent Love, the Goſpell calls for; and unity will be both eaſily 
brought about and kept a firm and full unity, that may anſwer the 

Chorches prefent neceſſity. Tfthere be any defe& in Union 'tis 
from a deficinece inthis Bond, this affetion of Love. Were there 
among other: Goſpel requiſites this publick Spirit, were this 
Goſpel Brotherly Love put on, this would recover and reduce vs 
to happy unity, without which the breach diſtempers are not likely 

to be healed. T F | = # 

For to provoke us(thoſe eſpecially that are the backward and un- 
ative!) oh that we could conſider things togetherland once more 
- in Chriſts name be entreated to endeavour. For is Brotherly Union 

meerly arbicrary,and left to our liberty, and not ofa Scripture and 


Goſpell neceſſity? Are not diviſions among Chriſtians carnall 1 Cor: 3: 3. 


Are not ſowers of diſcord among Brethren abominable to the 
Lord/? Muſt not thoſethat make diviſions, be marked, andaifo 
' avoided 2 I *s 

- Hath not Godin Scripture ftraitly Commanded Unity , Chriſt 
moſt ſignally , and peculiarly enjoned'it > Do not his Apcfiles 
._ very frequently in the New Teſtament, Zphe/. 4. 3. cmrdoor- 
76 m4#»,-&c. both require and perſwade to it? yea, muſt we 
not elly looke to keep it ſiudiouſly., ſolicitoufly , and zea- 
. louflycndeayour it? And that, as in other Scriptures , is there 
+. urged upon every General and equitable reaſons, that extend 
_ to all Chriftians. Fhere are 7.ones and al reſpeRing all the People 
of God, as thoſe Bphefians. It is not to be endeavoured. only 
with ſome ſingle perſons , "_ we ſhall pleaſe to pick” out to: 


) .* 


Rom, 16, 17.- 


ke, ” 


a” ] 4 


our ſelves. Or with thoſe particular Congregations wee ar® 
_ fixeTin + but with, all Chriſtians in General ;- as their condition 

requires, . and opportunity is afforded to us. And According- 
ly, have not good Chriſtians in all: Ages , both aſſented to the 
DoRrine , andearneſtly endeavdared the pratice of it? .Dorh 
not all experience of the Churches Evidence the Neeefliry of 
it? Did Wt thoſe Churches ſo excellently confticutedby the 
Apoſtles themſelves , ſoon diſcoverithe uſe and Neceflicy of ir, 
as we (ee in the caſe of the Church of. Antioch , which occaſion- 


- ed that Application to the Church of eru/alems and therepuon 


the firſt and exemplary Chriſtian Synod, Whereby that, and 
likewiſe other Churches wereeſtabliſhed inthe Faith'? 
Let matfers be- neyer ſo well Cooftituted in Churches, yet 


there ever will be New Emergencie:,and after caſes,which will call 


for , and ſtill Neceſlicate union and' corteſpondencie, and that 
cannot be releived otherwiſe. notre 13 ie: 
At this day ,, thoſe Diviſions. among the Reformed are _nor, 
\ they acknowledged, andibewailed as-ſinfull,, and greatly deſired 
by.the Godly , of any moderate ſpirits, of all parties, to be 
| healed? Yea. among our ſelves isitnot ſo acknowhed$ed and 
bewaled , and accordingly are not our diſires and Prayers, till 
a going after it? Do we not Evidently ſee the! evils,” and miſ- 
chief, that willunavoidably erery day encreafe, '«nd Grow upon 
us, without unior? exit. RIGA ©1975 
Ah What will become of Trath of alt Goſpel-Truths , and the 
purity of Dodrine, which is the-preſerveiſe bQgunion> When 
thehoufe is burnt, and the Gold and Treaſur& in it melted, is 
irnot hard finding it among the Rubbifh,?. Pearles if they ſhould 
be buried in Sep ueapcafiand » :will' they net bardly be reco- 
'vered? How hard will it be for ' people to find the Treaſure, 
the Pearles of Goſpel Truth, .in. the Rubbiſh and ſands 'of mul- 
Fd of 


- 


; tipſicitiesoferrour?.- wW m 
"And what will. become of the life and power of Godlineſs, 
when mens zeale and fervour ftill' evaporate ,and breath forth 
in contentions ; and Chriftians become engaged to 'muintain Par- 
ties , rather then Godlineſs it ſelfp + $rr rh WHED 
Yea , how muft Ignorance, and Prophaneſs encreaſe , 
"Hank WE 4; 4 And 


a 


[15.3 
And how: will Popery gaine-uperrus > Yea, and how will that be 
kept our at lafilopk feriouſlyto the clofe , What 'can Magiſtrates 
and Miniſters do, if unity be nor recovered? At the beſt muſt 
not the DoErine be highly hazzarded, and hardly be ſaved, 

. Muſt not-the Power of: Godlineſs needs fink, and be ſwal- 
lowed up in theſe Quick-ſands of. Diviſion ; yea , and _withall 
the civil ſtate > When hearts are divided,” and mens waies and 
Conſcience fo continually claſh, and run croſs; muſt not that 
. needs be but ina crazy condition , in compariſon of that , which 
General union would produce , which alſo would in time , work 
- out a happy ſetlement in the Civil Sace > | | 

-. What chongh ſome are of the opinion that diſunion is'beſt, 
that makes it:not ſo in it ſelf? | a 

. Bur why ſhould union ( the entireft , full-t, and largeſt ) 
union in States, and Kingdoms be beft ; and not in the Church 
of Chriſt ,and among Chriftians ? EE | 

If fingle perſons or ſmall Townes, and particular places, can- 
not carry on the Civil Intereſt , without Civil Yaion,, nor ne-. 
ver_ fufficiently provide for the ſecurity of the Civil. State; then 
why muſt it, or how can 4t be, - that ſingle Chriſtians, or par-. 
ticu!'ar Congregations, without Conſociation can carry on, ane. 
preſerve Religioniin a Nation 2 CASE a 

As all former, folate Experience proves, and after Expe- _ 

rience will ever. prove the contrary. - = <1 
- Thus New Ecg/andit ſelf alfo, acknowledges and praRices the _ 
the contrary, and that upon Experience. - And they accor- 
dingly (even the ſtricteſt of them) do not only wiſh , but encou- 
rage , and provoke the Godly of different Judgments inthis Na- 
tion, 'to.endexvour Unity. And certainly this muſt; be very 
conſiderable , that they of New England , who left this Coun- 
try.for liberty of Conſcience, and went into a deſolate wilder- 
neſs; They chat had. ſuch Excellent Chriſtians , and Eminent 
Minſters , :to:form-and" make up their Congregations; -They 
that had ſo ful} Liberty ; tochooſe their own way of Chuxch- 
| Government, and withall bad! fo'great countenance and afli-' 
# fiance from the Civil Magiſtrate.; as ever Churchesin the worid 
had:yet theſe, theſe fo accommodated & affifted, after almoſt thir- 
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of . godly Chriſtians, of different. Judgement y/are in | expe- 
Qation daily of it here; blame thoſe chat are oppoſite to it ,-or 
flothfull in it. And cerainly this freſhexperiment brings a cogeint 
and concluſive Argumerft , that outweighs all colours and pre- 
rences made by any, for refuſal or aegle&t of bnity.. Bur to 
adde no tore , weour ſelves Generally ſeea Necelicy of unity, 
we wiſh it, pray for. it, and expe&t it-alſo; bur. this laies 
58 great blame and fin to our charge, that-we do: fo little. for it : 
_ Bat our Judgzments and Prayers concurrein it, but our hands 
WF - ſtir not, and wedonot (coany purpoſe ) endeavour afterit. 
-_ Wharthen'ts and muſt be, the Obſtacle to this ſo: Neceſſary 
Unity? I8 itprivate advancage, like men that having a pri- 
WS vate Trade, areenemies to joyat Stocks and Trading'in Compa- 
Sth nies. IF it liflleſneſs, and a ſpirit of ſlothfulineſs', like the 
"30 20 Nuggard , thac will not pull his hands out of his boſom. / A loth- 
HERE nels to be unhinged and taken off our 01d wontes of unaQiveneſs, 
WES, . and doing nothing, butfor our own, particulars; and-ſo being 
WT of habited and accuſtomed co move, -or go no further, awe will no 
iſcaſe our ſelves, and be further engaged. They ſay , as ſpeech, 
diſeovereth, wiſdom, or weakneſs; ſo Ations, or not atings, oft 
diſcovers cuſtom and habit. «K.we have contraftedan ill cuſtom, 
of doing nothing or litcle , - except for. our ſelves, we had-need 
|  dothe more for afcer time. Tis too-true; that meer ſloth and 
"wt love of eaſe, and lothneſs to do more then that is ordinary, 
. eſpecially that which ſeems New (though never ſo Neceſſary ) 
| is one great cauſe of the backwardneſs, and unaQtiveneſs of many: 
= oris it cowardize, and a timourous temper, an overcautiouſnels, 
and aptitude ro fuſpeR every thing andeyery man;like the Begpar 
* thatis ſtil ſhrugpging the ſhoulder,or like a ſhyeHorſe that cats hay 


and ſet up our own apprebenfions,and.then ſtartle at them?If theſe 
be the hinderances , carry weour eye to Primitive Chriſtians, go 
6warm qur ſelves into reſolution-and; aQtiveneſs; at that fire and 
flame of Heavenly Zeal. How did they adventure to hold roge- 
ther in Chriſtian unity , and continuing correſpondency for the 
| w_ Dh Ts | cal 


ty yearesexperience, find a Neceſlity of union of 'Charches;' and I; 
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*-- inthe ſtable and will ſtartle ata little of it lyeingin the roade.. 
Shall we allway cry a Lions in che way, when we ſhould be doing? 
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4inity } And whar bad become of Religion, and Chriflianity, if 
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jag ages, this was tolabour and adventure for unity, when Laws 6 
& the Civil authoritie were againft them; and it was ſo exceeding _ _ 
dangerous. Shall we not adventure and engeavour when the Laws £/Cr #7 4 pezwer © 
1g The-Gird Bower he chief Magiſtrate ; to noF kind ey wy 
whom this Agreement being preſented was not only well y20 av wikPx of 
accepted, but received ſuch expreſſions of great readineſs to gf, cHr5fz Ma 


conmtenance and further us in theſe our endeavours , after juſt py, ts fo wi 


xd moderate union ? 62R 
any get” any of the forenamed private reſpe&ts, loth- Hy fg ior, 


neſs and liſtleſsneſs , fears de pic will theſe in the © a Pen tc 
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Balance of the SanRuary#Sgh gry thing? O will they weigh +2027 7:0t-a 
inſt Scripture Commands ,*Chriſts peculiar New Covenant, x | 


Tadoment and endeavours of the Church, old and new expe- 
rience, our own as well as others Approbations of Endeavour 
for it , andthenconfate our own Conſciencs , and ravel out our 
C; fruit ro fall into our mouthes , and be made to our hand: 
way ſofrceforit? Itis a good ſaying, Irer «dpictatem eff in- | 
| | | C Tr 


forunity , and Prayers for it Shall we approve it, and pray 
"by a ſitting fill and fookingfor an opportunity, as a 
and nor take it when there is ſuch need of it, and likewiſe the 
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' the 2. 1. 1. for ſoureſt r.:ſoareſt, and p. 4. 1.in ghe third 1. a Colon or two points} 
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- "TheReader before peruſal of the following paper of Aſſociation, : -{ 
is defired to corre& theſe eſcaped faults. 


NN the Title tothe Preface; for A Preface to the Reader, read (The Preface 


page of the Preface , line laſt but onefor tears read fears ]in p. of Preface! 


before Of miſeries, &c. & line 14. after Hereſies put and. p. 4. of the Preface I 
2. for received Tr. reſolved. The Propoſitions alſo ſhould have immediately 
followed the Preface: : | _— 
-. Jn the Propoſitions p. 3.1. 24. blot out (own) 1. 25. r. [that] before charity. |. 28. in the begin 
ning ſet the figure 3. p. 7-1. 7. blot our (either) p. 9. |- 15, for ſinners r. fens;in the ſame 1. blot? 
omfof} before alike evil. r.p. the1 1, That of the Rubrick before the Communion ſhquld have: 
bin in the firſt Column , and that of ins omiſſion in the 0u:watd.” p, rx, |» 31. ofthe fecondCo»; 
lumn r. Incumbent paſtor, 1. 3 4. blot out no; p. 1261. 13+ Put infor after provided. p. 16, 1. 3. aftee! 
which , inſert in.1. 4+ for open r. and notorious. pe 17+ |..15;7 after diverſe r. of, and 1. 21, aft 
word inſert ſo we judge our ſelves and our Congregations bound to follow whatſoever Advice, Dis3 
region, or Admonition beiag Conſonant tothe Word, any of us, &c. p. 18.in]. the 11. aftes} 
Cangregations inſert ſrom being preſent at our meetings , and therefore dodefire the Members thay 
are Communicants of our reſpe&ive Congregations to chule and ſend, &e, © 1; 36; for withr.withh 
Out. P- 19. |. the x1. thatpaſſage beginning} Theſe z. laſt propolations, and ſo cothe 11, propolicis 
- on ſhould be ſer in the Margin , and not be inſerted between the 1o. and-11, propoſition, p., 20} 
1, from- the firſt propoſition beginning, ſeeing that Ordination of men , and 1. the 7. for , of rhe* 
Miniſters r, of the Miniſtry , and two lines before, blot out [about] and in theg. 1. from that 7.1 
for Admonition read Ocdination. p. 21. 1. the 28. after appointing add him. Immediately after the 
words p. 22.1. the 3. under it muſt be added ,  Conſentimus omnes nps infra Scripti,. blotted out 
before the Confeſſion of Faith, After the Confeſſion with the Scripture proofes in p. 1, before. 
the words lt will reaily be yeelded ſhould be prefixt "The Exhortacion to Union. Then |. x4. for ? 
Heads untied, r. Heads united, |; 3o. after aRings pur [@ereupon] p. 4.1. 2. For in that of Po= 
land ; and that forlorn unheard of cruelty of Piedmont $"3ead in that of Piedmont, and that of P 0: 
land, page 6.line 16+ for, that and read that are pub}{c perſons and more particularly concern*dz!.- 
24. for are r.and. p. 9, |. firſt after, to it inſerr and. | ' ; 
x1. 6.1. 27. forr. [the] pe 10. |. 8.[ reckoning from thelaſt vpward ] for by meer * 

unaRiveneſſer. in mcer unaRiveneſſe. p. 11, 1. 1, blot out Natural, p. 12.1. fromthe laſt upward 
after (in way blot our of ) 1. the laſt but 3. for other Chriſtian preceptsr. any other of Chriſts pres | 
ceprs. P. 13.1. x. afterthe Lord add the, |. 15. for his Bond.r. this bond, |. 22, after endeavours 
add [it] . P. 14. 1. 26, after purity of Do&rine, which is the pre, - 
ſervation of union] | | = —_— RR : 
P. 16. |; 13+ for Itisr. is it, and ſo inthe nexcline. |. the laſt buctwo, after go add and. p, 17,], 
lo. [reckoning from the laſt line ] for Covenant r, command,p. 18.1. laſt but one r, Breach, 
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